
Synopsis for The Postal History of the Italian Social Republic
The Purpose 
To illustrate the postal history of the Italian Social Republic (Repubblica Sociale Italiana = RSI), 
September 1943 till the end of the WW2 including the short post-war period where RSI postal rates and 
system were still preserved before being harmonized under a single country. 
The Subject and its Challenges: 
The postal history of the RSI is challenging as many changes happened simultaneously. The short time 
frame limits the availability of the usages. Some uncommon material only exists 4-5 examples 
or less, most being already in established collections. 
The Exhibit: 
As the changes were multiple and simultaneous due to the active war, a strict chronological order does 
not make the subject enough justice. There are overlaps between different sections. 
Best efforts were made to pick the most representative and least common examples of relatively common 
usages. When available, a rare stamp is noted as collateral information, with the understanding that 
stamps do not necessarily represent postal history by themselves. 
Rarity: 
There are many rarities, but not every usage shown is rare. Some basic services such as letters, 
postcards and express uses were shown despite relatively low rarity. The purpose is to achieve 
completeness of study by showing “baseline” material. 
Highlights: 
Correspondence from Aegean Islands: This is a very-little known area. The Aegean Islands were RSI 
territory, and RSI rates were valid. Same as the mainland part of the RSI, the Nazi German forces were in 
charge. One of the two covers on section Vb from Rhodes is featured on page 193 of the Reference 1 
below. It is reported as “probably unique”. Exhibitor owns the majority of known material outside standard 
postcards. 
Cover originating from Partisan Republic of Free Ossola (section XI) during a short period of occupation 
of a small part of remote RSI territory. All, except maybe less than ten, known covers are owned by one 
collector. 
International destinations: Many rarities are shown. One of the two known covers to German-occupied 
USSR (Brest-Litowsk) is worth mentioning here.  
Condition: 
Overall condition of surviving commercial material from RSI is poor to average. Well-preserved covers 
and cards with neat appearance certainly exist but were ruled out for the purposes of this exhibit due to 
prevalent philatelic creations of the time. Documents of poor appearance shown in this exhibit are 
consistent with what is available as genuine examples of commercial or personal use. 
Research 
Personal study and research is also extensive and presented in various parts of the exhibit, such as what 
happened with international mail during suspension of the services. 
Authenticity: 
Italy has a high percentage of forgeries. Effort was made for finding material examined by reliable 
experts, or obtaining certification from reputable experts. This is supplemented by the exhibitor’s thorough 
independent research and comparison with available reference material. 
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